






From the left: prof. Magdalena Gawin, dr Mechtild Rössler, prof. Toshiyuki Kono.

Prof. Zbigniew Wawer, Director of the Royal Łazienki Museum.
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From the left: prof. Katarzyna Zalasińska, dr Mechtild Rössler, dr Magdalena Marcinkowska.

From the left: prof. Magdalena Gawin, prof. Piotr Gliński, dr Mechtild Rössler.
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The opening of the Conference in the Royal Łazienki Museum.

From the left: dr Machtild Rössler,  Lazare Eloundou Assomo, prof. Piotr Gliński.
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Dr Mechtild Rössler, Director of World Heritage Centre, UNESCO.

Prof. Amra Hadžimuhamedović, independent expert.
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Participants of the Conference.
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UNESCO’s role as the standard-setter in the fight against destruction of world cul-
tural heritage and in support of recovery practices is central. Therefore, internation-
al debates on the ongoing processes of reconstruction, where participants share their 
knowledge and experience, in addition to in-depth analysis of case studies, are of great 
importance. The recent non-binding instrument in this field is the Warsaw Recom-
mendation on Recovery and Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage, developed at the 
international conference “The Challenges of World Heritage Recovery. International 
Conference on Reconstruction” held in Warsaw between May 6-8, 2018. 

This volume contains twenty-one valuable think-pieces that address the topic of re-
construction and recovery of cultural heritage from different angles. The papers present 
new approaches in current thinking on the topic of world heritage reconstruction and 
recovery, accompanied by various regional examples. This undertaking is complex, as it 
involves conservation theory, engaging communities, building societies’ resilience, cul-
tural rights and property rights, which must all be taken into consideration during the 
recovery process. The book provides guidance for future challenges in the area of cultural 
heritage crises, especially is post-conflict areas. The volume’s editors succeeded in gather-
ing international experts, heritage professionals, and researchers to share their thoughts 

on this important matter for today’s societies and for generations to come. 

Dr Alicja Jagielska-Burduk
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